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life, are stored up, after the disintegration of the three
lower bodies, as a brilliantly scintillating nucleus within
bis causal body, and are thus all that remains to him of
his bodies in the lower worlds. They are really epitomes
of the bodies -which gather round them each life, and their
use is to preserve within themselves, as vibratory powers,
the results of all the experiences through which they have
passed. Thus the astral and mental bodies hand on to
the ego, or the real man, the germs of the qualities and
faculties of that earth-life, which are then stored in
the causal body as seeds for his future astral and mental
bodies.

People sometimes wonder why the evil qualities
which a man shows in one life should so often persist in
later lives.  The reason is not only that because the
opposing good quality is undeveloped, there is an oppor-
tunity for evil influences to act upon the man in that
particular direction, but also that the man carries with
him from life to life the permanent atoms of his lower
vehicles, and these tend to reproduce the qualities shown
in his previous incarnations. Yet the carrying over of
the permanent atoms is necessary if the developed man is
to fulfil the purpose of human evolution and be master
of all the planes. If it were conceivable that he could
develop without those permanent atoms, he might possibly
be a glorious archangel upon the higher planes, but he
would be absolutely useless in these lower worlds, for he
would have cut off from himself the power of feeling
and thinking. The permanent atoms must therefore be
purified and not dropped.

After his stay in the higher world is over, a thrill
of life from the ego arouses the mental unit which acts
as a magnet, drawing towards itself materials with